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In this hard school his mind and character were
being tempered to steel; his critical genius com-
manded every day more respect and inspired more fear.
He made friends with the noble Jew Moses Mendels-
sohn, and the shallow, if not unsympathetic, Nicolai,
and the sensitive poet of Der Fmhling, Ewald von
Kleist. And he made enemies, for all his life long
Lessing was more successful in making enemies than
friends. The review, Briefe> die Literatur betreffend,
which he, Mendelssohn and Nicolai established,
marked an epoch in German criticism. Here Lessing
came to grips with the classical aesthetic dogmas,
and he rationalized, consolidated and at the same time
widened them. And soon there rose before him the
vision of a higher and truer classicism than his century
had yet caught a glimpse of. At the hand of that
ancient Greek born out of his time, Winckelmann,
Lessing found his way back through the mirage of
pseudo-classicism to the fountain-head of all classic
beauty, Greece. Just as before Lessing's criticism
the shallow pseudo-scholarship of the eighteenth
century had gone down, so now came the turn of its
false classicism. His clear and finely balanced brain
conceived the Laokoon; and that work, with its
subtle discrimination of aesthetic functions, prepared
the way for a new literature and a new art.
Meanwhile Lessing's life had known many ups and
downs, the downs being much more frequent than the
ups. He was a man of thirty-seven, and had not yet
succeeded in making a reasonable livelihood with his
pen. Now, however, came a period of comparative
freedom from money cares; he obtained the appoint-
ment of secretary to the governing general at Breslau;
and in spite of nights spent in the questionable ex-
citement of the gambling table, he was able to write
here that masterpiece of German comedv. his

